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BROUGHT TO YOU BY: THE GREYHOUND SUPPORTERS OF THE NCR 

Todayõs pet treats arenõt the dog bones of 

your childhood. Over the past decade, a 

surprising ingredient has begun to appear 

on pet treat ingredient lists: sugar.  

Following the trend of sugar -laden chil-

drenõs snacks, pet treat manufacturers are 

tapping into a dogõs sweet tooth to boost 

sales. òOne of the key reasons I became 

involved with fighting pet obesity was when 

I began seeing sugar added to pet treats. I 

think if more pet owners were aware of 

this, they may choose their treats more 

carefully.ó says veterinarian Dr. Ernie Ward, 

founder of the Association for Pet Obesity 

Prevention (APOP) and author of òChow 

Hounds: Why Our Dogs Are Getting Fatter ð 

A Vetõs Plan to Save Their Livesó (2010 HCI). 

òWhen you have popular treats such as 

Snausages SnawSomes that list sugars as 

three of the first four ingredients, you 

know thereõs a problem.ó 

And the problem is huge. APOP estimates 

that 45% of US dogs and 58% of cats are 

too heavy. That equals an estimated 89 

million pets that are at high risk for devel-

oping conditions such as arthritis, diabetes, 

high blood pressure and more.  

Ward says the problem is linked to money ð 

lots of it. With US pet treat sales estimated 

to be nearly $2 billion in 

2010, the treat bowl has 

turned golden. òSugar is in-

credibly attractive to dogs. If 

a dog gobbles a treat quickly, 

an owner is more likely to 

give another ð and another. 

This adds up to more sales ð 

and profits. In the race for 

pet treat profits, our petsõ 

health is being bankrupted.ó 

Sugar is being 

added to many 

pet treats 

contributing to 

the growing pet 

obesity epidemic.  

Continued on page 3...  

2011 Greyhound Art Deco Statue Winner  

This year, the Greyhound Supporters 

launched a unique fund raiser ð a raffle for 

a reproduction of a 1930õs bronze and 

marble sculpture by French Art Deco artist 

Irénée Rochard. Over 100 tickets were 

sold, raising $1,000.00 to help fund the 

initiatives of the Greyhound Support-

ers.   The winning ticket was picked at the 

October 1st Planet Day event and the win-

ners were Bruce and Janet Stewart of Ot-

tawa. Our thanks to everyone who pur-

chased a ticket and participated in this 

very special fund raising initiative.    

Bruce and Janet òmeetingó their new 

sculpture, a few days after Planet Day    
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Rocky  

Orchid  

Missi  

Cal  

Rocky is a handsome red fawn boy who is glad to call Ottawa his new 

home town.  

Orchid, sister to Rider, is a beautiful little fawn girl who joined the Ward 

family in September.    

Eros  

This handsome boy is Eros, and he immediately became known as the 

òGreat White Erosó.  

Mississippi (now known as Missi), is a beautiful little black girl who has 

just moved to Fort Colonge.  

Cal is a handsome, gentle white and brindle boy who is busy introduc-

ing the residents of Buckingham to the world of greyhounds.  

 Tulsa  

Tulsa is a petite little black girl who is the delight of her new family.  
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Ward also contends that added sugar has behavioral 

consequences. òNumerous studies in rats demonstrate 

that overfeeding sugar can create symptoms similar to 

drug addiction. A dogõs daily sweet treat may be con-

tributing to overeating and other undesirable behav-

iors. This is why I call todayõs high-sugar treats ôkibble 

crack.õó 

Of course, pet treat manufacturers are quick to blame 

pet owners for the problem. After all, dogs and cats 

donõt buy or give these products themselves. Ward 

agrees ð to a point. òPet owners definitely have a feed-

ing disorder when it comes to their pets. Ultimately 

itõs up to each owner to control how much they feed 

their pets. What I want to bring attention to is what 

ingredients are in pet treats ð and why. Pet owners 

must begin to question why there is sugar in a treat 

that claims to help teeth.ó 

Ultimately both the pet food industry and Ward have 

petõs best interest at heart. òToday we have some of 

the best pet foods and treats weõve ever had. For that, 

I am grateful. At the same time, weõre seeing some of 

the unhealthiest products masquerading as whole-

some and nutritious. Itõs time we reveal the sugary 

secret that is contributing to obesity in pets.ó 

Pet Treat  Added Sugar  

Canine CarryOuts Chew -lotta  Dextrose first ingredient  

Snausages SnawSomes! Beef and Chicken Flavor  Sugars 3 of first 4 ingredients  

Pedigree Jumbone Mini Snack Food for Small Dogs  Sugars 2 of 3 first ingredient  

Petrodex Dental Treats for Cats  Dextrose second ingredient  

Pedigree Jumbone  Sugar third ingredient  

Milk Bone Essentials Plus Oral Care  Sugar third ingredient  

Pup-Peroni Lean Beef Recipe  Sugar third ingredient  

Science Diet Simple Essentials Treats Training Adult Treats with Real Beef  Sugar third ingredient  

Cesar Softies Dog Treats  Sugar third ingredient  

Milk -Bone Chewy Chicken Drumsticks  Sugar third ingredient  

Pedigree Marrobone  Sugar third ingredient  

Other common sugar -containing treats according to Dr. Ernie Ward:  

¶ Pedigree Jumbone ð Sugar third ingredient  

¶ Beneful Snackinõ Slices ð Sugar fourth ingredient  

¶ Pit'r Pat Fresh Breath Mint Flavored Cat Treats ð Maltodextrin first ingredient  

¶ Three Dog Bakery Lick ôn Crunch ð Dextrose third ingredient  

¶ Beneful Snackin Slices ð Sugar fourth ingredient  

¶ Busy Chewnola ð Maltodextrin second ingredient  

¶ Exclusively Dog Vanilla Flavor Sandwich Creme Dog Cookies ð Sugars first two ingre-

dients  

¶ Canine Carryouts Dog Treats ð Corn syrup second ingredient  

For more information, visit www.PetObesityPrevention.com or www.DrErnieWard.com  
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Most of us have been there ð feeling the hole in your 

heart and life ð as we mourn the loss of a beloved 

companion.  I have recently lost my big goofy boy 

Rooster but this isnõt about his death, itõs about the 

joy he brought to my life.  

Rooster was brought up to Canada without a home to 

go to.  Despite his outgoing personality, as an exuber-

ant 86 lbs lad, he wasnõt for everybody.  I agreed to 

foster him for the winter. I wasnõt too concerned that 

he liked to chase my cat ð he wasnõt staying after all.  

After months of dutifully bringing him to meet nõ 

greets and saying yes, he was in fact up for adoption, I 

found myself dreading the call that a forever home 

had been found for him.  I couldnõt imagine giving him 

up.  

Rooster so loved meeting people, and the minute he 

walked into a pet store, he went into meet nõ greet 

mode.  He thought the whole pet store was there for 

him - how could people possibly want to walk by with-

out stopping to say hi?  As he leaned up against them, 

people would comment on how Rooster liked them.  I 

would just smile, not having the heart to tell them that 

he liked everybody.  Even the night before he passed, 

he was going up to people in the animal hospitalõs 

waiting room for a little extra attention.  

 I was told after his passing that in a number of adop-

tion cases Roo had made adopters want one òjust like 

himó.  I canõt help but wonder how many families now 

have the joy of a greyhound in their life as a result of 

having met Rooster.  

I know that in time I will welcome another lovely dog -

in -need into my critter family.  For now, I am coming 

to come to grips with no longer having to call him 

away from dancing around the living room with his 

favourite pillow to go for our 

morning walk; with no longer 

having an 86 lbs dog flop on 

me on the bed; with not hav-

ing to look for my second slip-

per or a matching pair of 

shoes at walk time; or with 

him making me laugh every 

day.  As a friend said to me in 

their kind words of condo-

lence, I have lost Rooõs physi-

cal presence, but he has for-

ever left his paw print on my 

heart.  

Jayne Field  

Left - Seamus the Greyhound at Ottawa Therapy Dogs at Trans-

port Canada's' United Way Charities Fair at Place de Ville. He 

was a huge hit with passers -by and gave a lot of hugs to peo-

ple who stopped to chat at nearby kiosks.  

Therapy Greyhound  

From Our Readers...  

Right - Katy the sweet little female grey owned by Monica McGrath 

died Wednesday, November 9.   She will be greatly missed by all 

those who helped with the AAG meet and greets and who went on 

the òwalk & talks.ó 

In Memoriam  










